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Other non-extant plays ascribed to Shakespeare after
1642 require no attention, nor do a number of Eliza-
bethan plays assigned to him in certain of their later
quartos. Among these are The Troublesome Reign
of King John, on which Shakespeare's King John was
based; The First Part of The Contention, and (the
Second Part) The True Tragedy of Richard Duke of
York (versions of 2 Henry VI and 3 Henry VI); and
The Taming of a Shrew, the basis of Shakespeare's
play* The relation of Shakespeare's plays to these
earlier versions is discussed in the introductions to the
respective volumes of the Tudor Shakespeare, Other
plays assigned, without grounds, to Shakespeare by
late seventeenth-century booksellers are The Merry
Devil of Edmonton, The Arraignment of Paris, Fair Em,
Muzedorus, and The Birth of Merlin.

A few other anonymous plays have been ascribed
to Shakespeare in whole or in part. Among these are
Arden of Feversham, 1592, first attributed to Shake-
speare by Edward Jacob in 1770; and Edward III,
1596, included with other false attributions to Shake-
speare in a bookseller's list of 1659, and edited and
assigned to Shakespeare by Capell in 1760. There is
no evidence for the ascription of various portions of
these plays to Shakespeare, except that certain passages
seem to some critics characteristic of him. But at the
date when the two plays were written his style had not
attained its characteristic individuality; and the as-
signment of these anonymous plays to any particular